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Introduction. Lawyers are regularly portrayed in popular culture, including novels, true
crime stories, movies, serials and TV shows. When people think of a lawyer, they often imagine a
person in a black suit, with a serious face, speaking very confidently and persuasively in court.
According to most people, good lawyers don’t make mistakes, also they have to know all the
laws and win all their cases in court. Many of these stereotypes were created under the influence
of movies and TV shows, but is this picture true to real life? The aim of this article is to analyze
the stereotypical image of a lawyer presented in mass culture, and to compare it with the real
qualities and professional activities of lawyers.

Methods. For this purpose, the article explores the image of lawyers in movies and serials,
identifying their characteristics (appearance, personality traits, motivation etc.). These
characteristics will be compared with the image of lawyers in real life, that is associated with
various specializations, the routine nature of the work, and professional competencies.

Results and discussion. Several studies in this field have indicated that images of lawyers
in movies are highly stereotypical and have no connection with the real legal profession [1, 2].
Researchers also express some worries that movies strongly influence public opinion and
promote negative and wrong image of lawyers in society [2]. As Stefan Machura noted in his
work An Analysis Scheme for Law Films “law films in their majority take the stance that the
quality of the people decides on the quality of the courts. But justice heavily depends on
righteous legal professionals” [3].

Our research is based on a comparative analysis. The following movies and serials were
selected for our study: “Justice for all” (1979), “A Few Good Men” (1992), “The Verdict”
(1992), “The Devil’'s Advocate” (1997), “Liar, Liar” (1997), “Erin Brockovich” (2000), “Legally
Blonde” (2001), “The Lincoln Lawyer” (2011), “The Firm” (2012), “Miss Sloane” (2016), “Dark
Waters” (2019).

Our analysis has shown that movies often create and follow stereotypical picture of a
lawyer. In many movies, lawyers are depicted as smart, brave, and confident people who wear
elegant suits and speak eloquently and persuasively.
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In the movies “A Few Good Men” (1992), “The Verdict” (1992), “Miss Sloane” (2016) the
lawyer is portrayed as a fighter for justice, standing against a corrupt system. Their professional
duty turns into a personal mission. Each of these films ends with a flawless and captivating
speech by the lawyers in court. At the same time, there is no mandatory work with evidence,
which gives the impression that the law is a stage for personal moral triumph.

In other famous movies like “The Devil’'s Advocate” (1997), “The Firm” (2012), “Justice for
all” (1992), “The Lincoln Lawyer” (2011), “Dark Waters” (2019) lawyers are portrayed not only
as heroes, but also as victims of the system. These characters want to achieve success and rapid
career growth. However, they realize during their legal practice that working for a client
requires a lot of moral strength. The legal system promised them wealth and status, but in the
end, it deprived them of their freedom of choice and moral principles.

The movies «Legally Blonde» (2001), «Liar, Liar» (1997), «Erin Brockovich» (2000),
portray the unusual image of a lawyer. The main characters do not fit the traditional images of
legal professional: Elle Woods is underestimated for her appearance, Erin Brockovich has no
legal education and Fletcher Reed is a pathological liar. However, their success depends not on
following legal formalities, but on the most important human qualities: empathy, honesty, and
perseverance. These images of lawyers change the stereotypes of what a good lawyer should be
like, suggesting that justice can be achieved through humanity.

In reality, lawyers do not match the image from movies. Based on the examples given, we
can say that in movies lawyers are often shown as strong and intelligent people who often look
like heroes. But in real life, their work is not always so dramatic, real lawyers are normal people
who very often perform routine tasks. Some of them work in big companies and deal with
business problems, while others work for the government or help poor people for free. There
are also lawyers who never go to court - they read many documents, draft legal papers such as
contracts and work quietly in offices.

Many people think that lawyers are rich and powerful, but this is not always true, because
some lawyers earn a lot of money, while others have simple lives. What really makes a lawyer
“good” is not money or status, but the wish to protect people and achieve justice. A good lawyer
must communicate well with people and understand people of different social status, they need
to have such qualities as patience, honesty, and carefulness. Sometimes lawyers work long hours
and feel very tired as their work requires a lot of effort to achieve the desired result. They must
also continue to study new laws, because the world and legislation are always changing.

Conclusion. So, this study has shown that the image of a lawyer depicted in mass culture
is more of a dream than reality, because no one is perfect, all lawyers are different people with
their strengths and weaknesses, their successes and failures, their own problems and every
lawyer can make mistakes, feel nervous, or lose a case. It is important to remember that behind
the perfect image of a good lawyer, there is always a real person who works hard and believes in
justice.
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