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Summary. The article analyzes mind mapping as a teaching technique, focuses on its
components and overviews benefits and disadvantages of using mind maps while teaching
foreign languages to students.
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HCIT0/Ib30BAHUE MEHTAJIBHBIX KAPT B ObYYEHHUU CTYJIEHTOB
HWHOCTPAHHDBIM A3bIKAM: IIOJIOZKUTEJ/IbHBIE
U OTPULATEJ/IbHBIE ACIIEKTbI
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AHHomaulm. B cmambe aHa.ausupyemcsa mexHos/102usid MeHmMaJ/ibHblX KApm KAakK Mmemod
O6y11€HLlﬂ, akyeHmupyemcsa 6HUMAHUE HAO KOMNOHEHmMdaAx MEHMAa/AbHOU Kapmbsl, A makice
paccmampusearomecea npeumyuwecmeda u Hedocmamku UCh0/1b308AHUSI MEHMA/AbHbBIX Kapm e
06yquuu cmyaeHmoe UHOCMPAHHBLIM A3blKAM.

Kawuesble cno8a: menmasivHas Kapma, Mmemod 06y'~l€HUH, UHOCmpaHHblﬁ A3bIK.

University teachers clearly notice the need to improve the quality and
efficiency of classroom education so that students can capture and process the
information successfully. They use a great variety of approaches and
techniques to help students in mastering a foreign language. One of this
technique is mind-mapping. The article analyzes this teaching technique,
discusses positive and negative aspects of using mind maps while teaching
foreign languages to students.
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A mind map is a visual representation of ideas, information, concepts, or
tasks, typically organized around a central topic or theme. It is a diagram that
radiates outward from a central point, using branches, colors, images, and
keywords to connect and represent different aspects of the central topic. The
structure of a mind map is often hierarchical, with main ideas branching out
into subtopics, creating a visual and interconnected representation of
information [1].

Mind maps are designed to mimic the way the human brain processes and
organizes information, making them an effective tool for brainstorming, note-
taking, problem-solving, planning, organizing thoughts, and summarizing
complex information. They are used to stimulate creative thinking, aid memory
and retention, and provide a clear overview of a subject, making them a valuable
resource in education, business, and personal development. Mind maps can be
created by hand or by using specialized software, and are a popular technique
for visual learning and knowledge organization.

The major components of mind maps are the following: the central idea,
branches, keywords, colors and images. The central idea is the core concept
of a mind map design and it should be easy to understand and clearly
visualized in the center of the mind map. A successful mind map should have
one central idea which all the other elements revolve around. The branches
represent sub-topics or ideas related to the central idea. They are connected
to the central idea and radiate out from it. Keywords are the most important
words or phrases associated with each sub-topic. They should be concise and
descriptive and should provide a good overview of the mind map. Colors and
images can be used to great effect when creating mind maps. Colors help to
bring clarity and definition to mind map designs, while also making the
information easier to understand. Using color helps differentiate between
concepts and draw attention to certain elements.

When teaching English to foreign students, mind maps offer several
specific positive aspects. Firstly, they provide a visual representation of
vocabulary, grammar structures, and language concepts, making it easier for
students to comprehend and remember the information. This visual aid is
particularly beneficial for students who are still developing their language
skills or can be particularly helpful for those who may have language barriers.

Secondly, mind maps encourage active participation and engagement in
the learning process. Students can actively create and customize their own
mind maps, which fosters critical thinking and creativity as they organize and
connect English vocabulary and grammar in a way that makes sense to them,
allows students to make connections between different pieces of information.

Additionally, mind maps can be used as a tool for collaborative learning,
allowing students to share and compare their visual representations of the
English language. This can help foster a sense of community and encourage
language practice through discussions and explanations based on the mind
maps.
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Furthermore, mind maps can aid in organizing and structuring
information in a way that is easier to understand, especially for students who
are learning a second language. They can also be a useful tool for reviewing
and summarizing content, making it easier for foreign students to retain and
recall information.

Overall, mind maps help make the learning experience more interactive
and engaging for foreign students, providing a tangible and personalized way
to approach the complexities of the English language. Mind maps can be an
effective teaching aid for foreign students, helping them to comprehend and
engage with new material in a more visual and interactive way [2; 3].

Mind maps can be used in class to brainstorm and generate discussions
as they can easily be printed and shared with students. A perfect way to
develop student’s communication skills is through presentations. However,
students can become bored listening to other speakers so mind maps
encourage the audience to engage with the material that is being presented.
Mind maps have been embraced in the realm of education as a learning tool
which helps students reinforce knowledge by making connections between
different areas and delving in-depth into an area.

Students can work together on group projects or assignments using free
online study tools where they can share a teacher’s or their own mind map
with friends or a group of people. A great way to use mind maps for
assessment is to ask students to express their ideas about a topic in a mind
map before and after a class. Students will retain the information better and
it will also reassure teachers that students remember and understand the
knowledge. Analyzing study material by reflecting on what has been learned
is key to fully comprehending new information [4].

While mind maps are generally beneficial in teaching foreign languages,
there are some potential negative aspects to consider. First, students may
probably consider it is time-consuming. However, this must appear to be so
only in the beginning. There is one solution to cope with it: any students who
get involved in mind-mapping technique to improve their leaning need to
practice regularly. In other words, the more the students use the technique,
the easier it becomes.

Another disadvantage in mind-mapping technique is that it uses many
images, symbols, and colors. As students need to use colored pencils or
crayons, they might feel uncomfortable to know that there are students out
there writing in their notebook. Moreover, not all students are good at
drawing and coloring. It appears to be awkward to force all students to draw
images and symbols and color them when making a mind-map.

Then, some students may find the open-ended nature of mind maps
overwhelming, especially if they prefer more structured learning
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environments. The flexibility of mind maps can be challenging for students
who thrive on clear, linear organization of information.

Also creating effective and well-structured mind maps requires a certain
level of proficiency in the language being studied. Students who are still
grappling with basic vocabulary and grammar may struggle to construct
comprehensive mind maps, leading to frustration and a sense of inadequacy.

Reliance solely on mind maps as a teaching tool may not cater to every
individual’s preferred learning style. Some students may find it difficult to
extract and organize information from a mind map, preferring instead more
traditional methods such as written notes or verbal explanations.

Lastly, in some cases, the creativity and freedom encouraged by mind
maps may lead to information being inaccurately represented, which can
potentially reinforce misunderstandings among language learners.

While these negative aspects exist, they can be managed by providing
proper guidance, scaffolding, and support to ensure that the use of mind maps
in teaching foreign languages is effective and beneficial for all students.

The right choice of teaching technique can make the teaching and
learning process not only run well but also interesting and enjoyable.
Enjoyable teaching and learning activities will help students master the
material more effectively and efficiently; it will also make the teacher more
focused on the necessary things needed for the class. The adoption of mind
maps in teaching has grown recently due to the benefits of using mind maps
to learn and the availability of free online mind mapping software. Teachers
have recognized the value of using mind maps to engage students, encourage
their creativity and, most importantly, to teach them how to rather simply
memorize the content. Mind mapping technique is a technique which will lead
students to be more independent; thus, it is ready to be applied in small
classes as well as in big ones. It is simple, fun and arousing creativity. That is
why it is recommended for teachers to apply it in their class [4].

Mind mapping as a tool in teaching and learning foreign languages
(according M. Casco) performs important functions:

-it engages the learner, draws the learner’s attention to the topic,
provides a structure to reduce the learner’s anxiety when receiving input
through listening and reading and when speaking;

- it activates prior knowledge as the use of images and keywords foster
recollection of what the learner knows about the topic;

- it encourages the learner to ask questions as long as he map displays
clearly what a learner knows and what he does not know about the topic;

- it scaffolds reading and listening comprehension offering the learners a
global view of what they are going to listen or read. Furthermore, the
embedded cues contained in the map prompt the learner to form inferences
that in turn act as an aid to understanding;
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- it scaffolds speaking because the map serves as a tool for the learner to
organize his thoughts and speech. The different elements of the map can be
furtherly linked and cross-referenced allowing the learner to create a
different discourse each time the learner uses the map;

- itassesses oral production - The same map implemented at other stages
of the language course can be used to get a new sample of the learner’s
production. By explaining the connections on the map, the learner will show
if he/she has acquired new structures and lexical items. The production
obtained with the aid of the map will reveal errors providing an information
source for the teacher to reflect upon in his/her future practice;

- it scaffolds written production: the map originally designed by the
teacher and expanded upon by the learner may become the starting point to
write a paragraph or an essay on the topic explored.

In the summary, the use of mind maps in foreign language classrooms
provides an opportunity for students to be an active learner by acquiring data,
processing information, organizing details and constructing knowledge
independently. Mind mapping techniques are a learning tool that helps
students understand vocabulary and grammar effectively, improve students’
skills such as creative and critical thinking, collaborative and organizational
skills as well as their foreign language ability. Mind maps prove to be an
effective tool for cognitive learning as it helps students concentrate on the key
words and concepts of the lesson by requiring them to organize, plan,
brainstorm and communicate with their friends. Such a cognitive activity can
be implemented individually, in pairs or as a group which can maximize both
cognitive and social skills of the learners. Mind maps provide students with
an opportunity to express their creativity and work collaboratively, can be
used again when they need to review the lesson for their examinations or
other assignments. With this new adopted attitude, they tend to put extra
effort in completing this and other assignments.
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