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Art education, integral to human civilization's evolution, nurtures aesthetic sensibilities
and creativity, shaping societal culture and values. In China, with its rich cultural tapestry, art
education boasts a storied tradition across various forms and philosophies, contributing signif-
icantly to cultural and social development. Yet, amidst modernization and globalization, it
faces challenges necessitating the innovation of educational paradigms, content, methods, and
quality enhancement. Recognizing art's role in fostering competitive talents, China has elevat-
ed art education within its basic education curriculum, reflecting a broader shift towards culti-
vating well-rounded individuals for the 21st century. This study aims to explore the transfor-
mation of Chinese art education, emphasizing its purpose, relevance, significance, and the
imperative for innovative practices that honor its heritage while advancing its global stature.

Materials and methods. This study adopts a literature review, theoretical elaboration
and case study approach to explore the innovation and practice of art education in China.
Through an extensive literature review, secondary data on the historical evolution, current
trends and future directions of arts education in China were collected, including analyses of
academic journals, government reports, educational policies and historical documents. Case
studies, on the other hand, focus on selected examples of innovative practices in arts educa-
tion in Chinese organisations, aiming to understand the application of new concepts in real-
world settings and their impact on teaching and learning outcomes. In addition, a comparative
analysis of international art education models is conducted to identify best practices and po-
tential areas of improvement in the Chinese context.

In terms of theoretical elaboration, we synthesised the data collected to explore the the-
oretical underpinnings of innovation in arts education, including the relationship between arts
education and wider cultural, social and economic factors. At the same time, recent arts edu-
cation policies are analysed in depth to assess their alignment with innovative practices and
their impact on the development of arts education in China.

Findings and their discussion. This study is centred on the innovation and practice of art
education in China, using literature review, theoretical elaboration and case study analysis to
explore the development of this field in depth. In the course of extensive research on the histori-
cal evolution, current status, and future direction of art education in China, several pieces of lit-
erature provide us with useful information. First, the roots and development of modern art edu-
cation in China can be understood through the analysis of the article "Art education in China in
the XX century: national traits, international trends, and Russian influence™. The article explores
the history of the Central Academy of Fine Arts, highlighting the characteristics and interna-
tional influence of Chinese art education. Secondly, the article "Research on the Mode of Chi-
nese Art Education History Based on Art" 1 systematically researched the historical mode of
Chinese art education from the perspective of art, providing theoretical support for this study. In
addition, the article "Challenges and Strategies for Cultivating Critical Thinking in Chinese Art
Education™ 3 provides an in-depth discussion on the challenges and strategies for cultivating
critical thinking in Chinese art education, which provides us with ideas in educational practice.
Finally, the article "The history of art education in China™ 3 analyses the origins of art education
in ancient China, sorts out the exchanges between Chinese tradition and Western painting in
culture and education, and looks forward to the development trend of modern art education. By
synthesising the above literature and research results, we can better understand the challenges
and opportunities of art education in China, so as to provide lessons and references for future
educational reforms and practices.
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This study has conducted an in-depth discussion on the innovation and practice of art ed-
ucation in China through the methods of literature review, theoretical elaboration and case study
analysis. It is found that Chinese art education is facing the challenges of updating educational
concepts, reforming educational contents, innovating educational methods and improving edu-
cational quality on the basis of inheriting and carrying forward the excellent traditions.

Historical Background and Current Situation: Chinese art education has a long history and
rich traditions. From ancient times to the present, whether it is art forms such as painting, sculp-
ture, calligraphy, seal carving, ceramics and embroidery, or art ideas such as art theories, art ed-
ucation, art criticism, etc., Chinese art education has demonstrated its unique charm and pro-
found heritage. However, with the development of modernisation and globalisation, Chinese art
education also needs to be constantly innovated to meet the needs of social development.

Innovative Concepts and Practical Methods: The study points out that the innovation of
Chinese art education is not only reflected in the content and methods of education, but also
in the re-conceptualisation of the values of art education. For example, art education has been
incorporated into the basic education curriculum system, emphasising the important role of art
education in cultivating students' comprehensive quality.

Innovative Achievements and Problems: Although China's art education has made some
achievements in innovative practices, such as the diversification of curricula and the moderni-
sation of teaching methods, there are still some problems and challenges, such as the unbal-
anced distribution of resources for art education and the improvement of the education evalua-
tion system.

Development Suggestions and Prospects: This study suggests that the future develop-
ment of art education in China should pay more attention to the combination of innovation
and practice, such as strengthening teacher training, updating teaching facilities and optimis-
ing curriculum design. At the same time, international exchanges and co-operation should be
strengthened, and international advanced experiences should be learnt to enhance the interna-
tional influence of Chinese art education.

The theoretical and practical significance of this study lies in the fact that it not only en-
riches the theoretical system of art education in China, but also provides new perspectives and
methods for teaching and research in art education. In addition, this study provides innovative
guidance and inspiration for teachers and students of art education in China, and innovative
references and support for art education institutions and policies.

Conclusion. In this study, we delve into the innovation and practice of art education in
China, emphasising the importance of finding a balance between tradition and the challenges
of modernisation. The findings show that Chinese arts education is in a period of transition
and needs to update its educational philosophy, reform its content, innovate its teaching
methods, and continuously improve its quality. Through literature review, theoretical elabora-
tion and case study analysis, this paper assesses the innovative achievements and problems
faced by art education in China, and puts forward suggestions for development. These find-
ings not only enrich the theoretical system of art education, but also provide new perspectives
and methods for educational practice, which is of great significance as a guide for art educa-
tors and policy makers. Looking ahead, China's art education should continue to strengthen
the combination of innovation and practice in order to cultivate talents who can compete on
the international stage and thus enhance its global influence.
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