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Active development of a new scientific branch — political linguistics — is
connected with the increased interest in research of socio-ethnolinguistic problems
which reflect the development peculiarities of modern internal and external political
processes at various levels of their manifestation. This explains the relevance of the
addressing to a material of a political discourse of public opinion poll in a polylingual
perspective.

Polylingualism has become a norm in modern society. Various aspects of this
phenomenon have been studied in some theoretical directions and methodological
approaches — linguistic, psychological, sociological, pedagogical. However, value-
significant, figurative and cognitive analysis of objectification of the concept "ethnic
(Ossetian) language" in linguistic and polyethnic consciousness of North and South
Ossetians is carried out for the first time.
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The functional distribution of Russian and native languages directly depends on
the social and professional variety of addressees and the communication strategy.
Despite the presence of coordinating bilingualism in both republics interference in the
speech of Ossetian-Russian bilinguals is a norm of usage. This situation is primarily
influenced by the role of Russian as a source of formation of special lexical groups, and
also due to the differentiation of Ossetian and Russian in terms of communication areas:
Russian is more focused on business and pedagogical communication areas, on
realizing interethnic communication and establishing international relations. As for the
Ossetian language, it is largely used in everyday and artistic communication [Lakoff,
Johnson 1980; Tameryan, Zheltukhina, Slyshkin, Shevchenko, Katermina, Sausheva 2018;
Tameryan, Zheltukhina, Anikejeva, Arkhipenko, Soboleva, Skuybedina 2020;
Kauymasosa, TamepsbsH 2017].

The arficle aims to conduct complex cognitive research of the features of
fixation in the Ossetian-Russian language worldview of the people of the Republic of
North and South Ossetia of the metaphorical image of ethnic language as a significant
factor influencing the formation of the polyethnic aspect of communication.

The research was based on questionnaires about the importance of the
Ossetian language, slogans of cultural and educational events on Ossetian Language
Day, and materials of parliamentary speeches and meetings of the authorities of the
Republics of North and South Ossetia. The study was guided by discursive and
contextual approaches and the method of conceptual analysis.

The metaphorical representation of the Ossetian language in contemporary
North and South Ossetian discourse, presented in a bilingual incarnation, testifies to the
formed fopical ideologemes of intercultural and interethnic interaction and the value
priorities of nations who consider the language of any ethnic group a common asset
and a factor in strengthening the spiritual community of people.

The contexts’ analysis through the prism of J. Lakoff and M. Johnson's theory of
conceptual metaphor [Lakoff, Johnson 1980] serves as a tool to identify the axiological
meaningful content of the concept of the Ossetfian language as the language of the
fitular ethnic group not only among Ossetfian-Russian bilinguals but also among
speakers of Russian as a native language or language of interethnic communication.

The head of the Republic S. I. Menyalo expressed the profound need to
maintain a common space of inferethnic and intercultural communication on the Day
of Slavonic Language and Culture which followed the Day of Ossetian Language and
Literature. In the opinion of the leader such language policy demonstrates the
commonality of the linguistic space of all the peoples living of our multi-ethnic Republic:
YTUTb U COBAIOAQTh OCETUHCKUE TRPAAMLLUM U KYABTYPY, AOBUTL U LLEHWTb HALL POAHOM
A3bIK. HOM BCeM HEODXOAMMO XXMTb B MUPE U COTAQCUM U TRYAMTLCS HO BAQro CBOero
POAHOro Kpasg, Ha O6AAro HaApoAd. ECAM Mbl ByAET CTPEMMUTLCA K ITOMY, TO U B
AQAbHENMLLIEM  OByAyT KpenHyTe K npousetars OCeTns M HAL  POAHOM  43bIK
(http://alania.gov.ru/news/9617. 15.05.2021, 12:47).

He also stressed the importance of preserving the Ossetian language and the
need to translate the works of natfional authors  into Russian
(http://alania.gov.ru/news/10178 29.09.2021).

Former Head of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania V.Z. Bitarov has repeatedly
stressed the need for intercultural interaction: Mbl Bceraa smecte, n oraremwimne
COKPOBMLLLA  KOADKAOWM  HAUMM U HAPOAHOCTM,  COCTABAIOLLMX  MOHSTUE
MHOTOHAUMOHAABHAS cembs CepepHon OceTnn — Halle obLiee AOCTOIHME.

The idea of community and diversity lies in cherishing the nation's wealth: Ham
OAMHOKOBO AOPOMM M PYCCKME CKA3KM, M HAPTCKMM 3MN0C Hapoaos Kaekasa, M
rpeYeckue TAHLbI, U TPY3UHCKME MECHU, U YKPAMHCKME YOCTYLLKM U TPAAMLLMOHHO
3HOYUMOE AAS OCETMH YBAXKEHME K MCTopum OTEeYeCTBA, K €O FTAGBHbBIM AYXOBHbIM
MCTOKOM, CTOBLUMM  OOLLLEM CyAbOOM  AAS BCEeX HapoaoB Poccum
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(http://alaniatv.ru/privetstvie-vyacheslava-bitarova-v-den-slavyanskoj-pismennosti-
i-kultury/ ).

In 2003 a decree on the celebration of the Ossetian Language and Literature
Day was issued in Russian and Ossetian to increase public attention to the preservation
and development of the Ossefian language as an important component of national
culture and as a reflection of the Republic's language policy strategy
(http://nslib.timweb.ru/karta/language.html)

Since the collapse of the USSR Ossetians have been a divided ethnic group -
North Ossetians living in the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania within the Russian
Federation, and South Ossetians on the other side of the Caucasus Range who
seceded from Georgia and proclaimed an independent state in 1991. The Ossetfian
language is represented by the Iron and Digor dialects and a number of accents.

Relying on a blitz survey conducted in South Ossetfia and analyzing the slogans
for events on the Ossetian Language Day as well as the statements of the politicians,
we revealed metaphorical and value dominants that represent ideas of the Ossetian
language in the linguistic consciousness of the Ossetian bilinguals and indigenous
residents of other nationalities of the Republic (http://cominf.org/node/1166529916).

The psychological metaphor of language representation first infroduced by W.
von Humboldt — 436k HOPOAQ €CTb €ro AyX, M AYX HOPOAQ €CTb €ro a3blk [[YMOOAbAT
1985: 70-71] has become the most resonant for this study. The categorization of a
basic ethnic value, the Ossetian language, reflected the persistence of a spiritual
core, a source of identity, as one of the most important attributes of social nature
and a powerful factor in the formation of the Ossetian ethnic group.

The explication of the native language image is structurally represented by
the single metaphorical model "the Ossetian language is culture/tradition/history"
and metaphorical clusters consisting of psychological, historical, cultural, value,
religious types of cognitive metaphors or their combinations, serving as
multidirectional projections from several conceptual domains:

OCETUHCKMM 93bIK — AYLLIQ OCETMHCKOIO 3THOCQ, €70 KYALTYPA, Er0 APEBHUIM ObIT,
€ro TPaAmLLK;

A3bIK — 3TO AYLLIO HOPOAQ;

MN3BECTHO, YTO S3bIK — 3TO DAEMEHT KYAbTYPbI U AYXOBHOCTU HALLMM;

AAS MEHS POAHOM 43bIK — BTO CBATOE, MOS UCTOPUS U KYABTYPQ;

POAHOM 43bIK Y OCETUH — 3TO CAOMOE APArOLLEHHOE, 4TO MOXET OblTb, U HOAO Er0
COXPOHUTB;

A3bIK — BTO CAMQAS LLEHHAS 4ACTb HALLUEM KYAbTYPbl, O AUTEPATYPO — €€
©orarcTso;

A3blk — 3TO HOMBOAEE 3HAYUMAS HOCTb HOLLEN KYABTYPbI, O AUTEPATYPA — 3TO
HaLLe 6OoraTcTso.

The idea of the value and role of the mother tongue is verbalized through an
additive metaphorical model, joining floristic, base and connective metaphors: 43bik -
3TO LBETOK AYLLUM YEAOBEKA, OCHOBQA HALLUEM CWAbI, MPOYHBIM  MOCT  MEXAY
NOKOAEHMIMM, audible: NyCTb POAHOM A3blK OYAET CAbILLEH B KOXKAOM aome OceTuu.
The President of South Ossetia in his message to the citizens on the Ossetian Language
and Literature Day noted that the holiday was one of the most significant
(https://sputnik-ossetia.ru/202110 10.05.2021).

POAHOM f3bIK AA KODKAOTO HAPOAQ — BECLLEHHBIN AQP, COXPAHSIOLLLMMA
BEKOBYIO MYAPOCTb MPOLLAOTO U AQIOLLIMIA CUABI XXKMTb U CO3UAQTL PAAM DAQrOMOAYYMS
ByayLLmx nokoaeHu (http://sevosetia.ru/Article/In5.05.2020 6:00).

In the discourse of the republics’ leaders and ordinary citizens political
metaphor is marked by ideology. For example, at the First Congress of the Ossetian
Language Teachers in Viadikavkaz and during the celebration of the Ossefian
Language and Literature Day in South Ossetia the leaders justified the significance of
measures to develop the national language through value metaphors: «Camoe
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LLEHHOE, 4YTO OCTABMAM HOM HALLIM MPEAKM — 3TO HALL poaHoM a3bik (https://sputnik-
ossetia.ru/2021t0 10.05.2021).)

A3bIK MO CBOEMY 3HAYEHUIO CYUTAETCH TAQBHOM MCTOPMKO-KYAbTYPHOM
LLEHHOCTbIO, >XMBOM MAMSATLIO HOPOACQ M MPOAOAXKEHUEM €ro MCTopuM. Yepes Beka
HALUM NPEAKM MPOHECAU TAOBHOE AOCTOSHME CBOEM HALMM — POAHOM 43blK. OH HE Pa3
ObIA HO FPAHU UCHE3HOBEHMS, HO POAHOM 53blK BCE XKE& YAQAOCH COXPOHMTD.

The clarifying metaphor of receptacle accumulates the types of metaphor
discussed above representing the Ossetian language as the treasury of ethnicity;
OCETMHCKMM  43bIK  SIBASETCH  XPAHUTEAEM  OOratemLlen  AYXOBHOM  KYAbTYPbI
(http://cominf.org/node/1166529916).

There are 110 nationalities in North Ossefia and over 16 ethnic groups in South
Ossetia as follows: "everyone who participates in Ossetian culture is Ossetfian" regardless
of nationality.

The profound principles of multiculturalism and linguistic diversity which
Ossetians have been practicing for centuries serve as a guide for political, economic,
social, religious and other directions of interaction in all situations of inter-ethnic
communication. Under these conditions all residents of multi-ethnic Ossetia, regardless
of their nationality, are aware of the importance of each native language for the
spiritual and moral unity of our people. This conclusion is based on the statements of
people of different nationalities who consider North and South Ossetia their home, on
the patriotic feelings of those «komy aopora MCTopma HALLEro HAPOAQ, KTO CHMTAET
cebs yacTeio Ocetnmy (http://sevosetia.ru/Article/In5.05.2020 6:00)as well as those «kTo
POAMACS M BbIPOC HA 3emAe OCeTum, KTO CYMTAET ee CBOeEM POAMHOM, KOMY AOpOra
MHOTOBEKOBAS MCTOPMUS HALLETO HAOPOAQ; TEM, KOMY AOPOra OCETUHCKAS KYAbTYPA M
OCETUHCKAS PeYb, KTO BCE CBOM CUAbI, 3HOHMSA U OMbIT BKAGABIBAET B €€ PA3BUTMEN
(http://alaniatv.ru/privetstvie-vyacheslava-bitarova-v-den-slavyanskoj-pismennosti-
i-kultury/).

The Day of the Ossetian Language and Literature which are compulsory
subjects in the school curriculum is celebrated by the representatives of all nationalities
living in these regions. Let us demonstrate examples of a cluster metaphorical model
conceptualizing the domain of the Ossetfian language. The legal and evolutionary
metaphorical models are realized through the actualization of the resources of the two
concepfual domains: OCETUHCKMIM 93bIK AAS HALLEro HAPOAQ - 3TO HE TOAbKO
YHUKOABHBIM ~ UCTOYHMK  HALMOHOABHBIX  OBObMOEB UM CAMOOBITHbIX  TPOAMLLMM,
NepeAQBAEMBIX OT MOKOAEHMS K MOKOAEHMIO, HO M TAGBHbIM 3AAOT €0 MAEHTUYHOCTU U
passutus (http://sevosetia.ru/Article/In5.05.2020 6:00).

Vladikavkaz and Alan Bishop Leonid who is taking serious steps to introduce the
Ossetian language into everyday liturgical practice associates himself with the Ossetian
people through cultural, historical and value metaphors and manifests the duty of his
service in preserving and developing the ethnic unity of the Ossetians: Halwm npeaku
CMOTAM MPOHECTU CKBO3b CTOAETUS U COXPOAHUTb AAS MOTOMKOB CBOE COKPOBMULLLE —
APEBHUM OACHCKMI A3blK; 93bIK — 3TO >XXMBAS MAMSITb HOPOAOQ U MPOAOAXKEHUE ErO
UCTOPUM (https://blagos.ru/content/pozdravlenie-episkopa-viadikavkazskogo-i-
alanskogo-leonida-s-dnem-osetinskogo-yazyka-i).

The metaphor of condition expressed in Ossetian and Russian reflects the
hypothetical consequences to which failure to carefully preserve and maintain an
ethnic language can lead: HeT 43blka — HET HOPOAQ; ECAM HEe ByAEeT 43bIKa, TO HE ByAeT
M HapoAQ

Based on the maternalistic comparative metaphorical construction the
Ossefian language is compared with own mother: 43bik AOAXEH ObiTb HOM CTOAb X€
CAQAOK, KOK POAHAOS AMATb.

The cognitive domain of motherhood is also linked to one respondent who used
the phrase BnnTbIBATE C MOAOKOM MATEPM KYCBAMBATL C PAHHMX AETY: A3bIK BMMUTLIBAETCSH
€ moaokom matepu (http://cominf.org/node/1166529916).
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An analysis of the slogans of events and book exhibitions dedicated to the
Ossetfian language and Literature Day revealed several other perspectives of
metaphorical conceptualisation of the Ossetian language - a metaphorical chain
expressed by chemical and luminescent models: OceTnHcKMM 93blk! MOM OroHb, MOM
koctep! Csepkamnl. As a complex cognitive enftity, this statement begins with a
personified reference to the Ossetian language with a capital letter. The comparative
astronomical model exhibits the functional attributes of luminosity: «OceTMHCKMIM 93bIK
4yepes BEKA ropuT (CHIeT), KaK 3Be3Aan. TOKMM 0BPA30M, B OCETUHCKOM KAPTUHE MMPQA
OCETUHCKMIK  3blK  ACCOoUMMPYeTCis C  MCTOYHMKOM  CBETd, Tenad, ©aeckad
(http://mk.alania.gov.ru/news/392).

To summairize the study we note that thanks to the policy of multiculturalism and
the strategy of forming common humanitarian values not only representatives of the
Ossetian ethnos but also other nationalities have developed a sense of the "spirit of the
Ossefian land" and a common regional identity, expressed through the Ossetian
language.

In the bilingual worldview of Ossetian and Russian speakers of North and South
Ossetia a metaphorical conceptual representation of the Ossetian language is realized
on the basis of such types of conceptual metaphors as astronomic, basic, historical,
connective, cultural, psychological, religious, materialistic, receptacle metaphor,
luminosity metaphor, conventional, floral, value, legal and evolutionary.

The cognitive models of the Ossefian language image explication are
structured into single, combined, cluster and comparative models. The semantic-
syntactic combination of key elements in complex metaphorical models is formed
through additivity, concretization or refinement.
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