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Conclusion. The results of the survey enable us to conclude that social
networking websites have nothing to do with maintaining a sustainable motiva-
tion of the college students although the level of intrinsic motivation for learning
English is objectively high. It can be explained by the fact that the students are
mostly engaged in professional classroom English learning (approximately 30
hours a week). Social networking websites are extremely beneficial in promot-
ing self-study and are undeniably helpful in a language acquisition.
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Education always undergoes constant changes and reforms. Teachers and stu-
dents often have to adapt to new tendencies and ways of teaching and learning. The
last two years have made the process of teaching a problem. Due to the pandemic
teachers came across challenges in education and had to speed on distance learning
technologies. As a result online distance learning emerged as a solution to continue
with teaching and learning during the COVID-19 pandemic [1].

The aim of our research is to analyze advantages and disadvantages of
online distance learning as an alternative to traditional teaching in emergency
remote teaching.

Material and methods. We conducted a questionnaire with 3-year and 4-
year students (43 people), method of classification, systematization and compar-
ison, analysis of various sources of information.

Findings and their discussion. Students of our college had experience of
online distance learning which took place in 2019-2020 (from April to July) and
2020-2021 (1 week in November). The results of the research are listed below.

12% of the students were satisfied with a possibility to learn new technolo-
gies, improve their skills in working with new programs (Zoom, Google Class-
room, VK, Viber, etc). They gain valuable technology experience. 14% of the
respondents noticed that distance learning is very convenient and you can study

| 153



The Youth of the 21stCentury: Education, Science, Innovations

from any place where there is internet access. Thus, sharing information and
connection are no longer problematic. Students do not have to go anywhere to
get education. Moreover, 47% of the students note that home and cozy atmos-
phere and environment encourage and support their studies.

However, 23% of the respondents found it difficult to study due to tech-
nical difficulties and problems with the access to the Internet. Sometimes the
computer freezes, which makes impossible to get, do and send the given as-
signments and tasks.

47% of the respondents speak up for flexibility of distance education,
which enables them to study at their own pace and do assignments wherever it is
convenient for them. We conclude that distance education helps people develop
and in some cases improve their time management skills.

Studies always imply communication and lack of interaction with fellow-
students and teachers is pointed as one of the main drawbacks of distance learn-
ing (26%). It is scientifically proved that real communication enhances critical
thinking and problem-solving skills. Moreover, lack of control, which is consid-
ered a powerful stimulus, has a negative effect on students’ academic perfor-
mance. Besides, inability to interact with students directly makes studying less
motivating and stimulating, which can be unfavourable for some people.

Distance learning doesn’t offer immediate feedback. In a traditional setting
a student’s performance is immediately assessed through questions and informal
testing. With remote learning, a student has to wait for the teacher to review his
work and respond to it [3].

The lack of a single teaching platform made it difficult for students to
switch between a variety of programs and applications. About 10% of the re-
spondents were dissatisfied with the level of their and teachers’ computer litera-
cy. Approximately 50% of the students found it frustrating to do a real ava-
lanche of homework, most part of which had to be studied independently. Dis-
tance learning requires self-discipline and self-organization [2].

Conclusion. Thus, we make a conclusion that distance learning is rather a
complex and time-consuming process. It requires special technical knowledge and
skills, a single platform for the convenience of use, books and textbooks adapted to
online distance learning, time management skills, independent work skills. Besides,
it provides a lot of opportunities for students to study. But the major drawback that
outweighs all these advantages is the fact that online distance learning lacks real
communication and oral skills, immediate feedback, lack of motivation. Online ed-
ucation has proved itself to be an alternative way in emergency remote teaching.
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