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is mostly about performance techniques. In order to help teachers to teach folk
instruments, it is necessary to develop folk instrument textbooks with more
knowledge about the culture of folk instruments and to add some new works on
folk instruments, which not only can improve students' motivation to learn, but
also facilitate teachers and students to have a deep experience of using folk in-
struments [6. p.144].

eFlexible use of teaching methods

Firstly, when explaining the works of folk instruments, knowledge based
on the regional nature of folk instruments and traditional culture should be
transmitted, which helps students understand the background and emotions of
folk instruments and repertoire, and when teaching folk instruments, they also
need to be mixed with the content of good folk music and culture [7, p.12].

Second, the fill-in-the-blank approach to teaching needs to be avoided as
much as possible. In classroom teaching, it is the students, not the teacher, who
should occupy the main position and should be provided with the time and ener-
gy to think. Thirdly, schools can conduct special lectures on folk instruments, so
that they can expand their knowledge of folk instruments as well as learn about
the latest research findings, with the participation of both teachers and students.
Fourth, pay more attention to practical aspects.
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In 2020, the outbreak of COVID-19 plunged the global economy into a se-
vere recession, and with far-reaching effects for the pattern of the world. Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel has said that the coronavirus is Germany's big-
gest challenge since WW?2 [1]. Virus knows no borders, the governments and
people of China and Germany fully understand the difficulties and challenges
faced by each other. This paper describes the Chinese-German cooperation
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in various areas of the fight against epidemic and its results. As two important
forces in Asia and Europe, the study of their cooperation has a significant mean-
ing for the development of bilateral and multilateral relations.

Material and methods. Special publications of German, Chinese and Eu-
ropean origin on the issue of Chinese-German cooperation in dealing with
COVID-19 served as the main sources to this article. The research is based on
the principles of historism, objectiveness and value approach. Both general sci-
entific and special historical methods are used.

Findings and their discussion. Since the start of the pandemic, China and
Germany have maintained close communication and high-level exchanges by
telephone, video and letter, and have actively cooperated with each other in
fighting against the epidemic. In 2020 Chinese President Xi Jinping speaks with
Angela Merkel by phone four times, and meets with her via video link in multi-
lateral occasions several times. During the epidemic, two countries donated a
great quantity of medical protection supplies to each other. In the case of the
widespread global suspension of sea and air services, the Lufthansa aircraft “air
bridge” carried an average of 25 tons per day of material from China to Germa-
ny [2]. China-Europe freight trains provides a stable logistics support system to
support the work resumption and trade cooperation, while the “fast lane” that
China has pioneered in EU with Germany facilitates essential business and offi-
cial travel between both sides.

At the level of research and medical care and public health, heads of dis-
ease control departments, virologists and medical experts from both countries
have participated in several seminars, such as China-German Online Seminars in
Virology on February 6™ 2020, China-German Online Dialogue on Health in
May, July, August 2020, exchanged views on the epidemic situation, antiviral
drug and vaccine development and clinical treatment. They also sent doctors and
specialists to the local area to participate on epidemic prevention. On February
28™, 2020 National Natural Science Foundation of China and German Research
Foundation issued a joint statement to encourage and fund scholars or research-
ers to conduct research on the coronavirus. In May 2020 the Sino-German Cen-
ter for Research Promotion has also set up a special emergency project for re-
search cooperation and activities [3]. In terms of vaccine development, Shanghai
Fosun Pharma and Germany's BioNTech have already started working together
to develop a COVID-19 mRNA vaccine in March 2020 and joint production.

On the social side, many pairs of sister provinces and states and cities be-
tween China and Germany, have been the first to raise their voices in support
and given assistance. For example, state North Rhine-Westphalia and province
Jiangsu, Duisburg and Wuhan, Hamburg and Shanghai. Chinese and German
companies, non-governmental organizations and overseas students are also ac-
tively involved in the aid. In Germany Heinsberg is the county of the most se-
verely affected by the pandemic. At the end of March 2020 Stephan Pusch - the
head of county and Thomas Rabe (grandson of the Oskar Schindler of China —
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John Rabe) all asked for help from China in fighting COVID-19. And requests
of them were received quickly and the medical supplies donated from various
quarters reached Germany from China several days later [4] [5].

During 2020 at the international and multilateral level, Xi Jinping and An-
gela Merkel jointly attend the Extraordinary G20 Leaders’ Summit on March
26", the World Health Assembly on May 18-19™ the G20 Leaders’ Summit on
November 21-22" and other international occasions. Both sides firmly support
the leadership and coordination role of the WHO in the global fight against the
epidemic, emphasized the promotion of global governance in public health [6].
Both Germany and China agree on the key point: the coronavirus pandemic
would be overcome if the world works together [7].

Conclusion. The public health crisis is a common challenge for humanity,
solidarity and cooperation are the most powerful weapons. At present, China and
Germany maintain close communication, actively cooperate in medical technology
and vaccine development, work together to safeguard stability in the global indus-
try and supply chains. Meanwhile, the two countries uphold the concept of the hu-
man community of common destiny, care for the epidemic situation around the
world and promote global cooperation in fighting the epidemic.
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