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Kazuo Ishiguro is a well-known contemporary British writer of Japanese 

descent. He is the winner of the 2017 Nobel Prize in Literature. K. Ishiguro was 

born on November 8, 1954 in the city of Nagasaki (Japan), and in 1960 his 

parents moved to the British city of Guilford. In England, Ishiguro received a 

good education, became a world-famous writer. 

1981 was the time of his literary debut. Ishiguro is now a popular author, 

his novels are being translated into the languages of the peoples of the world. 

Researchers of his work (S.V. Tolkachev, V.G. Mininа and others) primarily 

pay attention to the multiculturalism of K. Isiguro. The relevance of the study of 

the novels of the writer is determined by the significance of those raised by the 

author and the significance of the writer’s figure itself. 

The purpose of this research is to determine the range of topics that are 

presented in the works of K.Isiguro.  

Material and methods. The material has become the novels of the  

K. Ishiguro. In this paper, the themes of K. Ishiguro's novels are explored using 

techniques of structural-typological and descriptive methods. 

Findings and their discussion. To the important characteristics of the 

creativity of K. Ishiguro should include the themes of his works. It points to the 

particular vision of the world by the writer. Ishiguro's first novel, "Where the 

hills are in a haze" (1982), tells of Etsuko, who lives in England, a widow from 

Japan. After the suicide, Etsuko’s daughter was haunted by the memory of the 

destruction and restoration of Nagasaki. The theme of traumatic memory 

becomes central in this work. 

Next to it develops the theme of good and evil, love and hate. The second 

novel by the time of publication was the novel “Artist of the fragile world”, 

where the theme of memory deepens, and the main character is the old artist 

Matsui. Ishiguro here explores the attitude of the Japanese to the Second World 

War, the theme of guilt and the artist’s responsibility for his social position. 

Matsui supported the ideas of the Japanese militarists; after their defeat, the 

burden of shame fell on his shoulders and on his reputation. 

The novel "The Artist of the floating world" became the book of the year 

in the UK. The theme of the past, calculating with the past takes a lot of space in 

Isiguro's novel “The Rest of the Day” (1989). The author in it tells the story of 

an elderly English butler. Through the memories of the butler, the author 

portrays the history of England for half a century. 

The writer subtly notes the loss by Britain of the leading role in world 

politics, which the United States began to play instead. The theme of England’s 

role on the world stage is complemented in the novel by themes of duty and 
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loyalty, friendship and love, the extinction of traditions, the roots of the fascist 

ideology, and the peculiarities of the English national character. The theme of 

the novel, the mastery of its embodiment led to the fact that the author was 

awarded the Booker Prize for this work. 

Memory, a small person and a big history, predetermination of fate and 

freedom of choice, a connection between the past and the present, nostalgia, duty 

and feelings - these are the main themes in the works of K. Ishiguro. In fact, they 

were already laid in the first novel “Where the Hills Are in the Haze”, therefore this 

novel can rightfully be considered the creative manifesto of the author. 

The works of the writer are filled with the study of the human soul, his 

inner world, the inner reserves of man. The heroes of Ishiguro are in a state of 

introspection, rethinking of their own life, and the life of society, and the life of 

the big world. 

In the novel “When We Were Orphans”, the theme of the past as an integral 

part of the present and future is plot-forming. The past for the hero narrator is 

fraught with many mysteries that are difficult and painful to guess, because they 

indicate the responsibility of a person for his actions. The theme of the homeland 

gets an interesting embodiment in this novel. In the interpretation of the author, the 

homeland is a place that a person recognizes as his homeland, his roots. 

Ishiguro tries to comprehend not only the past, but also the present. The 

twentieth century was a time of intensive development of science and 

technology. In the novel “Do not let me go,” the writer made the central theme 

of scientific progress and morality, the theme of the price that humanity pays for 

scientific progress. In addition, this work reveals the themes of loyalty, 

responsibility, betrayal, love, friendship. The main characters of this novel are 

not people, but clones that are grown to save people. Ishiguro's clones are 

endowed with thoughts, soul, feelings. In fact, they are no different from people. 

The writer sharply raises the question of the right of man for the sake of his own 

well-being to take the life of another living being. The theme of the novel "Do 

not let me go" belongs to the number of universal themes, themes of universal 

human significance and sound. It was further developed in the novel "the Burial 

of the giant" (2015). In this theme memories of the past, about the ancestors, the 

homeland appears as a quality that distinguishes man from animal. A person 

who has lost his memory, according to the writer, loses the right to be a man. 

Conclusion. The theme of The works of K. Ishiguro emphasizes the 

features of the origin and talent of this writer. Ishiguro is one of the multicultural 

authors, because his work combines Japanese and British cultural traditions. The 

theme of the memory of this author and the plot-Central. In his early "Japanese" 

novels (novels "Where in the haze of the hills", "the Artist of the floating 

world", "When we were orphans") dominate the themes of the house, the fate of 

a person who was far from the place of birth. In the novels of writer the Mature 

period of creativity ("Never let me go", "The Burial of the giant") come first 

eternal themes of good and evil, fate, duty. 
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